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19th July 2014 Hon. Minister of Education, Dr. ‘Ana Taufe’ulungaki’s Welcoming Speech
of the Pacific Women’s Parliamentary Partnerships FORUM, 18 – 21 July 2014,
Nuku’alofa, Tonga.

Her Royal Highness, Princess Mele Si’ulikutapu Kalaniuvalu Fotofili, Hon. Samiu Vaipulu the
Deputy Prime Minister, Hon. Sunia Fili, Chair of the Whole House Committee, Hon. Fiame
Naomi Mataafa the Minister of Justice (Samoa), Rev. Toe’umu Fineanganofo, Her Excellency,
Ms. Natasha Stott Despoja AM, Australia’s Global Ambassador for Women and Girls.
Hon. Teima Onorio, Vice President of Kiribati
Hon. Nikki Rattle, Speaker of the House, Cook Islands
Hon. Julie Soso Akeke, Governor of the Eastern Province of Papua New Guinea
Hon. Ministers, Senators, Members of Parliament, Country representatives and participants
from Bougainville, Cook Islands, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati, Niue, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Vanuatu, Australia, New Zealand and Tonga, and from CWP,
FED, PWPP, UN Women, UNDP and DFAT
Representatives of donor and development partners. Distinguished guests and Ladies and
Gentlemen
I would like to first of all acknowledge God’s presence in our midst and his infinite grace in
bringing us together from far and wide to Tonga and to Fa’onelua this morning.
Your Royal Highness, I am very honoured and privileged this morning to convey to you, on
behalf of the Speaker, Lord Fakafanua, and the Legislative Assembly of Tonga, the Pacific
Women’s Parliamentary Partnerships Project and the Pacific Women’s Parliamentary
Partnerships Forum, our warmest welcome to today’s Forum and our deepest gratitude for your

1/3

Welcome Speech at the PWPPF by the Minister of Education, Dr. 'Ana Taufe'ulungaki
Thursday, 24 July 2014 10:29 - Last Updated Thursday, 24 July 2014 10:47

gracious acceptance of the invitation to give the opening address this morning.
Your Royal Highness made history in Tonga when you chose to run for Parliament as a
People’s Representative, and thus, became the first woman representative in Tonga’s
Legislative history. We are greatly looking forward to your sharing with us, your wisdom and
experience.
Your Royal Highness, nearly twenty years ago, Claire Short, the UK MP wrote this:
When women of today compare their lives with those of their mothers and grandmothers, it is
clear that massive social change is taking place. It is driven by women’s desire to enjoy all
aspects of their humanity. Women want to love their families and to have time for their children,
parents, lovers, friends. Women also wish to use their brain and creativity, to be treated as
equals at work and in public life. These reasonable aspirations are transforming the world. The
old settlement was based on the assumption that women would service men and family, and
that men would run the world of work and public life. The new world will see men and women
sharing responsibility as equals in the family, the world of work and public life. This will
transform the politics as the people who do most of the caring for others are allowed an equal
voice. It is likely to make the world a better place.
These aspirations, Your Royal Highness, still resonate with women in the Pacific today and are
echoed in the purposes of the Pacific Women’s Parliamentary Partnerships Project, which
recognizes that along with economic empowerment and freedom from violence, women’s
access to leadership positions is vital if women are to participate as equals in the democratic
development of their countries.
The project is tackling the continuing under representation of women in parliament and is aimed
at improving understanding of the factors that constrain women’s political participation, and to
build the capacity of women MPs in the Pacific, the institutions in which they work, and the staff
who support them. It also recognizes that change is also required in the work place culture and
infrastructure of Pacific parliaments.
Your Royal Highness, this morning in this very room, we are witnessing a historic occasion for
Tonga and the Pacific, a physical manifestation of the success and progress that women have
made in politics and in leadership roles across the Pacific. Present in this room are women’s
vice-presidents, governors, Speakers of Parliament, Ambassadors, ministers, members of
parliament, aspiring young politicians, and leaders in various areas of public life.
They represent the massive forward strides that have been by women across the Pacific.
Present, in this room, are powerful and influential women leaders from the Pacific who have
made history in their countries, and who have made history in their own countries, and who
have improved the lives of other women and their own communities. They have demonstrated
exemplary leadership, creativity, passion, commitment, drive and determination and we can feel
their energy, vitality, and get-up-and –go attitude, and we, the women of Tonga, want to be part
of that success story, and, this morning we warmly welcome you, embrace you, and take you
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into our hearts; we salute you, and we honour you, our sisters from across the seas.
We pray that your deliberations today will bear much fruit to nourish us for the next stage of our
political journey.
Tu’a ‘ofa atu
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